BIC platform for regions
Stimulating bio-based investment
by connecting regions & industry

What is the BIC bioeconomy platform for regions?
The concept is based on a digital, partnering platform where regions and industry
can make contact based on mutual interest. The platform focuses on creating local
value chains and access to finance, namely helping regions and industry bridge the
gap about bio-based investment opportunities at the level of regions.
Interested regions will be asked to complete a template for their profile in the
platform (see section ‘What type of information should regions provide’). There is
no fee for regions to be part of the platform. Since BIC members already benefit from
a partnering platform as part of their membership package, they are therefore
automatically granted access.
The aim is to set up the new platform by the in January 2020. Regions should notify
BIC by Friday, 20 December of their intention to be included in the platform.

Who is this platform aimed at?
European regions
For consistency, the definition of region for the platform is based on the national
definition of a region (see FAQs). The goal is to include all European regions
interested in stimulating bio-based investments in the platform, beginning with the
most active ones.

Industry
BIC has more than 240 industry members (see full list here) ranging from large
industries (including brand owners), to SMEs and SME clusters across multiple
sectors, such as:
• Aquaculture & marine
• Agriculture & agri-food

•
•
•
•

Chemicals & materials (including bioplastics)
Forestry and pulp & paper
Technology providers
Waste management

All representatives from BIC’s industry members will have access to the digital
platform for regions. At first, only BIC industry members, together with European
regions, will have access to the platform. However, the goal is to expand access to
other stakeholders in the future e.g. venture capitalists, private banks, other EU
funding bodies e.g. the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD),
etc.

What are the benefits?
European regions
• Easily identify industry actors corresponding to the region’s bio-based
investment priorities/ feedstock availability by using the platform’s search and
filter functions. A sample, non-exhaustive list of bioeconomy feedstocks can be
consulted here.
• Make contact and build relationships with new industry actors, not yet present
in the region/country.
• Using the platform, regions can identify appropriate industry actors for private
investments in new local bio-based value chains.

Industry
• Easily identify regions offering opportunities for bio-based investment &
associated financial incentives, using the search and filter function in the
platform.

• Access alternative sources of finance for excellent, but unsuccessful BBI JU or
other EU funding proposals. This is particularly relevant for high TRL projects,
such as flagships and demos that met the quality threshold but did not receive
funding due to budget limitations.
• Using the partnering platform, the industry representative can make contact
and build relations with regions via the platform.

What type of information should regions provide?
• See the online form regions should complete to submit their profile for the
platform.

Some FAQs
1. What about Smart Specialisation Strategies (S3), is there a connection with the
BIC platform?

• While this platform is managed by BIC and not the EU, the digital platform for
regions, also seeks to assist regions in achieving their smart specialisation
objectives by providing an additional avenue for attracting industry investment
in their region, based on the region’s specific characteristics e.g. an abundance
of a specific bioeconomy feedstock (including side and waste streams), wide
availability of a specific type of skill, etc.

2. And is there a connection with the bioeconomy pilots under the Vanguard
initiative?
• The platform for regions is complementary the work of the Vanguard initiative.
While the platform for regions has an access to finance focus, the Vanguard
initiative specifically seeks to develop bio-based value chains through pilot and
demonstration activities via regional collaboration and creating more critical

mass through complementary assets’ exploitation and acceleration of
technological developments. Therefore, regions involved in the Vanguard
initiative may additionally benefit from participation in the digital platform for
regions. BIC and the Vanguard initiative currently have a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in place which seeks to build on synergies.

3. Is there any link between this platform and the new European Circular
Bioeconomy Fund (ECBF)?

• There is no direct link between the ECBF and BIC’s digital platform for regions.
This ECBF is managed by the European Investment Bank (EIB) and will instead
focus on providing loan and guarantees for bio-based innovation. The BIC
platform for regions instead focuses on access to finance through bridging the
gap between industry and regions with the aim of better aligning their biobased strategies and investment priorities. Regions can however make the link
to their smart specialisations strategies and the European structural and
investment funds (ESIF) in the platform.

4. How does BIC define a region for the purposes of this platform?

• To qualify as a region for this platform, the representative must meet the
national legal qualification in their country of origin
• We do also recognise that each country has its own definition of what qualifies
as a region; therefore, each request will be taken into due consideration of
these national definitions.
• If you are uncertain about whether you qualify as a region for the purposes of
this platform, you may consult the ‘Local and Regional Governments in Europe’
guide produced the Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR).
• In unitary states, where no regional authorities are present, an alternative
national body that provides funding or financial incentives for bio-based
investment may also be considered.

• In the case where an external body is responsible for providing
funding/guidance on financial incentives for investment in the bio-based sector
and the regional authority itself does not have competence, this external body
is normally eligible to participate. All requests will be taken on a case-by-case
basis. For clarification, please contact Ben Kennard at
ben.kennard@biconsortium.eu.

5. How many contacts per region can be represented?

• We ask for one primary contact and the option to provide one secondary
contact only in order to have the most relevant and active contacts in the
platform. Any contact information in the platform will be screened on a
regular basis to ensure all data is up to date.

6. Who should I contact for further information and for requesting a region’s data
in the platform?

• You may contact Ben Kennard, BIC Communications & Stakeholder Relations
Manager, at ben.kennard@biconsortium.eu. Deadline for submissions of
interest for regions is Friday, 20 December 2019.
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