UNITED KINGDOM

TOTAL POPULATION (MILLION): 66.65
% CITIES: 59.3%

POTENTIAL MAXIMUM CAPTURE WITH
OPTIMISED COLLECTION SCHEMES (T):
6,692,614

% TOWNS AND SUBURBS: 27.9

CURRENT CAPTURE (T): 991,970

% RURAL: 12.8

CURRENT CAPTURE (% ON POTENTIAL
GENERATION): 13%

RECEIVED EARLY WARNING REPORT: YES
FOOD WASTE
POTENTIAL GENERATION
(KG/CAPITA): 118.1
POTENTIAL GENERATION (T):
7.873.663

AMOUNT STILL TO BE CAPTURED (T):
5,700,644
BIO-WASTE
CURRENT CAPTURE (% ON POTENTIAL
GENERATION): 35%
LINK TO NATIONAL WASTE DATA

Source: EC Environmental legislation implementation assessment, national reports 2019

COLLECTION:
The separate collection of garden waste is commonly diffused across the UK. In recent years there has been a move towards charging
for the service, which appears to have reduced performance.
The collection of food waste is more fragmented. In Scotland and Northern Ireland, legislation requires separate collection of food
from all urban households and certain businesses, either together with garden waste or separately. In Wales, only services which
provide weekly separation for food waste are funded. All three of these nations have complete or near-complete roll-out. In England
45% of local authorities provide a separate service for food or food mixed with garden waste.

PLANS AND PROPOSALS:
In England, the Resources and Waste Strategy of 2019 is being followed up with the reading of the Environment Bill, which will require
the weekly collection of food waste by all households and businesses from 2023.

RECENT UPDATE - CASE STUDY
Contamination of compost and digestate, in particular by plastic, is of increasing concern
to regulators. In Scotland, end of waste for compost has a limit of 0.06%, while for
digestate the limit is significantly lower than the UK standard PAS110. In England, the
regulator is considering the same requirements, whilst also consulting on setting a
maximum input level of 0.5% to all bio-waste facilities.

A report by the Scottish EPA about plastic
contamination in soils.
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