
48

TOTAL POPULATION (MILLION): 10.23

% CITIES: 39.9%

% TOWNS AND SUBURBS: 40.3%

% RURAL: 19.8%

RECEIVED EARLY WARNING REPORT: NO

FOOD WASTE

POTENTIAL GENERATION  
(KG/CAPITA): 105.7

POTENTIAL GENERATION (T):  
1,081,360

POTENTIAL MAXIMUM  CAPTURE WITH 
OPTIMISED COLLECTION SCHEMES (T): 
919,156

CURRENT CAPTURE (T): 148,222

CURRENT CAPTURE (% ON POTENTIAL 
GENERATION): 14%

AMOUNT STILL TO BE CAPTURED (T): 
770,934

BIO-WASTE

CURRENT CAPTURE (% ON POTENTIAL 
GENERATION): 32%

LINK TO NATIONAL WASTE DATA

COLLECTION: 
More than 200 of 290 Swedish municipalities have introduced separate collection of food waste to some extent. 
The most common system for source separated food waste from households is a separate bin. There are also multi-compartment 
bins for various fractions of waste such as packaging material, food waste and residual waste. Collection of food waste through optical 
sorting, where different coloured bags are placed in the same bin, is becoming increasingly common. Paper bags for collection of food 
waste are still the most common type of bag, but use of plastic bags made of ‘fossil’ plastic is increasing due to the popularity of the 
optical sorting system. Compostable plastic bags are still not used to a great extent (source ECN).

PLANS AND PROPOSALS:
There is a national environmental target focusing on recycling of nutrients and recovery of energy from food waste, under which by 
2018 50% of all food waste had to be separately collected and treated by anaerobic digestion (40 percent) or composting (10 percent). 
Currently, there is an ongoing discussion on making separate collection of food waste mandatory. The focus on anaerobic digestion of 
food waste can be explained by another political target: a fossil-free transport sector by 2030. Upgraded biogas (bio-methane) is used 
to a large extent in the transport sector and particularly as an important fuel in the public transportation fleet (Source ECN).

RECENT UPDATE - CASE STUDY
Optical sorting of ‘green bags’ for food waste is used by several municipalities in Sweden, 
including Stockholm, where it is in place for a limited number of properties.
Residents sort the waste into different coloured plastic bags, one for food waste and 
one for residual waste, then put all bags in the same container. In a sorting facility, the 
bags are sorted by cameras reading the colour of the bag, and the sorted food waste is 
digested to produce biogas and an organic fertiliser. 
    
   Green bag optical selection system in 

Stockholm

SWEDEN

Source: EC Environmental legislation implementation assessment, national reports 2019

https://www.avfallsverige.se/kunskapsbanken/avfallsstatistik/hushallsavfall/

